THE   SCHOOLBOY                      n

( He was also a truly religious man. He opened the
school daily with earnest prayer. Anything like
impure conduct or bad language would have been
thought disgraceful by any of us.'

Strange as it may seem in one so young, the
development of George's spiritual life had a marked
influence upon his education. He says: * From the
time of my conversion I never ceased to feel, as well
as to believe, that God was indeed my Father and the
Guide of my youth. But I know that worldly ambi-
tions and plans came into my mind, just as thtvy do
into the minds of all His children.'

To further these plans he induced his parents to
send him to a school for ministers' sons, of which he
had often heard. He had in his mind a scholarship,
the winning of which was considered a great feat.

Of the school life of this period he writes:

' For those whose parents are on the Mission Field,
or who, for any other reason, must needs be taught
away from home, there could not easily be schools
better in all that is most important than those which
John Wesley established for his preachers' sons. The
one in which I spent some years at Woodhouse Grove,
near Leeds, has since been thrown open to every one,
its ministers' sons pupils being transferred to the
older school opened by Mr. Wesley at Kingswood,
near Bristol.

* In those schools it was the great Methodist's inten-
tion that all his preachers' sons should, ns for as pos-
sible, be trained to turn from the world and all its
ambitions and follies, and prepare themselves to follow
in   their   fathers'    footsteps;    and   the   Rev.   John
Farrar,   D.D.,   the   " Governor "   in   my time, "kept
that ideal ever before Jiiinself and us.    I am not sun;
that his nickname of " Daddy," irreverent though it
might be, was not one of the highest possible testi-
monials we could have given him.

*  In  the  great   "family  prayer" service of  oarh
morning he did   his utmost to lift us above human
schools*   We always sang .some wonderful song, and